Devon Local Area Agreement 2008-2011

	Title:  Adaptation to Climate Change



	1. Description of suggested outcome

Identification and prioritisation of, OR improved understanding of the principal vulnerabilities in Devon to potential climate change impacts projected during the period covered by the Sustainable Community Strategy i.e. a 10 year forward look. 

Note: we should be aware that climate is defined as the 30 year average of the weather we experience and therefore the climate 10 years hence will be the same as today.



	2. Evidence

Climate change has been underway for at least 50 years and, without a comprehensive decarbonisation of world economies, will continue to accelerate throughout the 21st century.  Because of the inertia inherent in the climate system, there is already 30 to 40 years of climate change in the system about which we can do nothing other than adapt. Whilst in the long term (post 2050) the climate of Devon will become more Mediterranean in nature, in the short term (during the life of the SCS) the principal changes will be in the frequency and magnitude of extreme weather events and sea levels (although in practice these changes may be impossible to measure). An understanding of these projected changes and their potential impacts on communities across the county is required if effective adaptation responses are to be made. 



	3. Delivery Strategy

In the timeframe of the LAA (3 years) it is unlikely that major resilience improvements to essential infrastructure (i.e. communications, utilities and transport) can be identified, specified, costed, funded and implemented. Therefore, the LAA process should concentrate on the present by reviewing existing contingency plans for severe weather events, and the near future by developing a methodology for assessing Devon’s vulnerability to potential climate change impacts anticipated within the life of the SCS.

The first outcome can be actioned through the Local Resilience Forum headed by the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary.

The second outcome might use the UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) Local Climate Impacts Profile (LCLIP) methodology in conjunction with the new UK climate change scenarios and tools to be published during 2008. This process would be aimed at identifying priority locations for early action. This is not an insignificant task.  The Met Office, UKCIP and Environment Agency, Highways Agency, key utilties’ and communications companies, PCT, Police and Fire and Rescue Services, and DCC and other LAs would be core players.  



	4. Measurement considerations

The National Indicator NI 188 on climate change adaptation is not fit for purpose in many respects. In developing a project to support the LAA climate change adaptation task outcomes need to be agreed and identified, and the project plan needs to identify suitable progress points. Measurement would be based on meeting the progress points and final outcomes. This is unlikely to include the implementation of adaptation measures.




